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Each of the options explored presented opportunities and challenges.  The 
exercise allowed all stakeholders to evaluate the benefi ts and weaknesses 
which led to a preferred plan which tries to balance different dynamics.  
There is a desire to place buildings within the landscape as best as possible, 
yet be located in near proximity to one another.  The Monks’ Building must 
be in a secluded location, but have good access to the rest of the sites for 
service and operation practices.  The preferred campus plan as proposed 
maximizes seclusion while having direct and easy access to other major 
campus elements.  

The landscape of the site greately informed the building designs and 
placement.  The Monks’ Building is situated at the top of a ridge to maximize 
views to the natural water bodies.  St. Mina’s Lodge and the Church rest atop 
ridges formed by the ancient glacial scouring.  Pathways and trails provide 
connectivity throughout and follow existing topography to minimize the 
amount of disturbance required for installation.  Overall the proposed campus 
plan develops only 6% of the whole site area, protecting and preserving as 
much land as possible for quiet refl ection and connection to nature. 
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This plan is diagrammatic, and is to be used 
for information purposes only,. The information 
contained herein is subject to further site design 
and engineering. 

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
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CABIN AT MURPHY’S POINT PROVINCIAL PARK

ARCHITECTURAL 
EXPRESSION

Coptic churches and monasteries throughout the world largely follow the 
same architectural styling of the religion dating back to 451 AD.  The origin of 
the architecture, derived in part from Egyptian styling, tends to be simple in 
design, featuring barrel vaulted roofs, domes, and a tripartite apse.  Modern 
interpretations of this styling are present in contemporary Coptic Churches 
around the globe.  

The creation of Canada’s fi rst Coptic Monastery presents an opportunity to 
reinterpret these forms.  Inspired by the existing structure on site, and the 
desire from the Monastery to complement its surroundings, the inspiration for 
new buildings will be a blend of old and new.  Old world stylings from Coptic 
architecture around the world will integrate with contemporary simple design.

Inspired by the rural vernacular architecture of eastern Ontario, buildings of 
the monastery could take the look of contemporary barns or cabins, where 
buildings can express the materiality that is within the landscape, from wood 
interior fi nishes, to hewn stone exteriors. This strategy would complement the 
existing structure on site and also provide a distinct an innovative look to the 
monastery.  
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HIDDEN AND CONTEMPLATIVE SPACES BUILDING ARCHITECTURE THAT REFLECTS NATURE

PERCHED BUILDING OVERLOOKING LANDSCAPE CLASSIC MEETS MODERN DESIGN

ARCHITECTURAL 
EXPRESSION
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INNOVATIVE SMALL BUILDING DESIGN FOR CABINS

FORMAL, NATURAL LANDSCAPING

ARCHITECTURE THAT REFERENCES GLACIAL SCOURING

RUSTIC MODERN ARCHITECTURE GARDENS

ARCHITECTURAL 
EXPRESSION

When considering the outdoor spaces, from classrooms to contemplative 
elements, there are many considerations.  Inspired by nature, structures 
could be designed in ways to note the point of view, to give the visitor a 
guidepost that this is a place to stop.  To Refl ect. To take a moment.  This 
can be achieved through architectural design of the structures themselves, 
either in dramatic form using shape and colour. This can also be done 
by using natural materials to integrate into the landscape, or using living 
materials in innovative ways to grow a structure over time.  Consideration 
to Coptic religious symbols, orientation, and patterns can be incorporated to 
further reinforce the notion of place within the landscape. 
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ARCHITECTURAL 
EXPRESSION
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ARCHITECTURAL 
EXPRESSION
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ARCHITECTURAL 
EXPRESSION
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ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPTS
MONKS’ BUILDING PLAN Temprano & Young Architects, Inc. 

This plan is diagrammatic, and is to be used 
for information purposes only. The information 
contained herein is subject to further site design 
and engineering. 

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
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ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPTS
MONKS’ BUILDING ELEVATION Temprano & Young Architects, Inc. 

This plan is diagrammatic, and is to be used 
for information purposes only. The information 
contained herein is subject to further site design 
and engineering. 

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
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ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPTS
MONKS’ BUILDING ELEVATION Temprano & Young Architects, Inc. 

This plan is diagrammatic, and is to be used 
for information purposes only. The information 
contained herein is subject to further site design 
and engineering. 

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
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ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPTS
PRAYER PAVILLION CONCEPT Temprano & Young Architects, Inc. 

This plan is diagrammatic, and is to be used 
for information purposes only. The information 
contained herein is subject to further site design 
and engineering. 

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
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ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPTS
ST. MINA’S LODGE PLAN Temprano & Young Architects, Inc. 

This plan is diagrammatic, and is to be used 
for information purposes only. The information 
contained herein is subject to further site design 
and engineering. 

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION



ST. ANTHONY’S COPTIC ORTHODOX MONASTERY  |  MASTER PLAN  |  32

ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPTS
ST. MINA’S LODGE ELEVATIONS Temprano & Young Architects, Inc. 

This plan is diagrammatic, and is to be used 
for information purposes only. The information 
contained herein is subject to further site design 
and engineering. 

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
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ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPTS
CHURCH PLAN Temprano & Young Architects, Inc. 

This plan is diagrammatic, and is to be used 
for information purposes only. The information 
contained herein is subject to further site design 
and engineering. 

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
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ARCHITECTURAL CONCEPTS
CHURCH PLAN Temprano & Young Architects, Inc. 

This plan is diagrammatic, and is to be used 
for information purposes only. The information 
contained herein is subject to further site design 
and engineering. 

NOT FOR CONSTRUCTION
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LANDSCAPE 
EXPRESSION
NATURE AS A GUIDE

Development that must occur on site in order to realize the full vision of the 
moastery should be respectful of the land once complete.  6% of the total 
land area of the monastery property will be disturbed for the implementation 
of the master plan over the next 50 years. 

The landscape expression proposed in this master plan is one that restores 
any disturbed land back to a naturalized state that fi ts within the existing 
landscape and enhances the natural beauty.  This chapter helps describe 
these planting areas around the monastery campus, their intended planting 
strategy and a detailed plant list for use during implementation of all 
development projects.  

HORTICULTURAL ENHANCEMENTS

The entrance areas for the Monks’ Building and the Church are indicated 
to be enhanced with garden ornamental plant species.  Any additional fl oral 
enhancements are proposed to consist of strategically placed masses of 
locally native wildfl owers (Blue fl ag iris, brown-eyed Susan, etc.) in fi ne 
fescue meadows or bioretention areas.

TURF AREAS

A combination of mown lawn and fi ne fescue meadows has been delineated 
to address variable degrees of site usage and to provide a more natural 
transition from manicured areas to existing natural areas.

RETREAT POND ACCESS

As section of the Retreat Pond shoreline should be regraded to a gentler 
grade and established as a mown grass area to allow easy access to this 
open pond area.  A small dock could be erected, and canoes or row boats 
could use the open water for recreational purposes.

SHRUB AND RIPARIAN MEADOW SHORELINE STABILIZATION

The edges of the Retreat Pond are over steepened and eroding.  Eroded 
areas should be regraded to smooth out gullies, then it should be seeded 
with a riparian meadow mix and covered with an erosion control blanket.  
Riparian shrub species, such as willow, dogwood and Meadow Sweet 
could be planted using plugs or live stakes to provide some overhanging 
vegetation.
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LANDSCAPE 
EXPRESSION
NATURE AS A GUIDE

WOODLOT MANAGEMENT

Several areas in front of the Monks’ Building and in front of St. Mina’s Lodge 
have been designated for woodlot management.  This entails selection 
thinning of dead trees, invasive species, and fallen woody debris to provide 
fi ltered views of the adjacent wetlands.  Care needs to be take to not overly 
thin the woodlot, because some saplings are required to ensure an ongoing 
forest cover.

FOREST CLEARING 

Where required, the following wood clearing principles should be adhered to 
during construction:

   -  A 10-metre offset should be used for clearing around major buildings

   -  A 5-metre offset should be used for clearing around small buildings
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LANDSCAPE 
EXPRESSION
MASTER PLANT LIST
A master plant list has been developed using a publication Plants of Lanark 
County (2016) to identify common, locally native trees, shrubs and vascular 
plants that would be appropriate for use in reforestation, slope stabilization 
and ornamental garden enhancements.  
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LANDSCAPE 
EXPRESSION
MASTER PLANT LIST
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T IMELINE

2013

2030-2033

PURCHASE OF 
ST-ANTHONY 
MONASTERY 
SITE

RENOVATION 
TOPOGRAPHY + 
EXISTING 

MASTER
PLANNING
PROCESS

• Zoning Amendment Application (Jun 2018)
• Site Plan Control Application (Jun 2018)
• Anticipated Approvals Fall 2018

PHASE 1 
MONK’S BUILDING 
DESIGN + CONSTRUCTION

PROCESS
• Building Permit
• MOE Septic Permit 
• MNRF/RVCA Permit
• Initial Landscaping Projects
• Implementation of Initial Trails

PHASE 3 
INTERNAL ROADWAY 
UPGRADES +
PARKING LOT UPGRADES

PHASE 4 
DEVELOP AGRICULTURAL 
PROGRAM

PROCESS
• Add Greenhouse
• Add Gardens
• 3-5 crops by 2035
• Add Heavy Equipment Storage 

by 2037
• Building Permit
• MOE Septic Permit (Possible)
• MNRF/RVCA Permit (Possible)

PHASE 5
CHURCH 
DESIGN + CONSTRUCTION  

PROCESS
• Building Permit
• MOE Septic Permit
• MNRF/RVCA Permit

PHASE 6
DEVELOP TRAILS +
REST SHELTERS

PROCESS
• Build up to three (3) rest shelters 

along monks’ trail system

PHASE 7 
CEMETERY
DESIGN + CONSTRUCTION

PROCESS
• Building Permit
• MNRF/RVCA Permit 

PHASE 8 
FINAL EXPANSION OF 
MONKS BUILDING 

PROCESS
• Building Permit
• MOE Septic Permit 
• MNRF/RVCA Permit

PHASE 2 
ST-MINA’S LODGE
DESIGN + CONSTRUCTION

PROCESS
• Building Permit
• MOE Septic Permit 
• MNRF/RVCA Permit
• Electrical Updates

2015-2017

2033-2037

2017-2018

2038-2041

2018-2020

2037-2047

2050-2068

2026-2029

2050-2052

WE ARE HERE
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